unconsecrated utensil. For if you say that a consecrated utensil [was 
used for the frankincense], something that has been sanctified in a 
utensil [is itself holy, and it may not be subject to] redemption [at all].” 


3. 1:3: “[And bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests. And he shall take from 
it] a handful [of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frankincense; and 
the priest shall burn this as its memorial portion upon the altar, an 
offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the Lord]” (Lev. 2:2). Is it possible 
to interpret that statement to require that the priest’s grasp of the meal- 
offering must be such that the meal comes forth on both sides? 
Scripture says, “In his hand” [and not exuding out the sides of his 
hand]. If the requirement is that the handful be in his hand, then is it 
possible that he should take a handful only with his fingertips? 
Scripture says, “A handful.” How so? He spreads the palm of his hand 
over the griddle or the stewing pan, and [he takes a handful], 
smoothing it down with his fingers from top to bottom. 


4. I:4: As to the handful [of incense under discussion at M. 5:1B], what 
is the law on preparing it in a utensil of service, so sanctifying [the 
substance itself, placing it beyond redemption and later 
secularization]? As to another [party], what is the law on his taking the 
handful and placing it into the hand of the high priest? What is the law 
as to his applying a fixed measure [of volume] for the handful that he 
takes? Do they measure by the size of all handfuls in general, or do 
they measure only by his handful [who takes the incense]? 


[B] A LARGE ONE IN ACCORD WITH THE LARGE SIZE [OF HIS HAND], OR A SMALL ONE IN 
ACCORD WITH THE SMALL SIZE [OF HIS HAND], SUCH WAS THE REQUIRED 
MEASURE [OF THE LADLE]. HE TOOK THE FIRE-PAN IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND 
THE LADLE IN HIS LEFT. HE THEN WALKED THROUGH THE SANCTUARY, UNTIL 
HE CAME TO THE SPACE BETWEEN THE TWO VEILS WHICH SEPARATE THE HOLY 
PLACE FROM THE MOST HOLY PLACE: 


1. II:1: A large one in accord with the large size of his hand [M. 5:1C]: 
Even in accord with that of Ben Qimhit, whose hand could hold four 
gabs. Or a small one in accord with the small size of his hand [M. 
5:1C]: Even in accord with that of Ben Gamala, whose hand would 
hold only about two olive’s bulks. 


2. II:2: As to a non-priest’s transporting the blood, what is the law on the 
act’s being deemed valid? Hezeqiah said, “If a non-priest transports 
the blood, it is valid.” R. Yannai said, “If a non-priest transports the 
blood, it is invalid.” 


